
 
   

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Disposal of Special Wastes in Iowa 

IAC 567-109 

Do these regulations apply to my operation? 
If your facility generates non-hazardous process or production wastes, this rule may apply if these wastes 
are to be landfilled in the state of Iowa. Common materials that may require special waste authorizations 
(SWA) include sludges, slags, filter cakes, paint booth exhaust filters, floor sweepings, spent foundry sand, 
and sand blast media. Wastes that could also present a handling problem at the landfill, including those that 
could combust or present human or environmental health threats, are also subject to SWA requirements. 

The Iowa Department of Natural Resources (DNR) and the applicable landfill determine the applicability of a 
waste to SWA requirements. Therefore, it is advisable to treat all non-hazardous process/production wastes 
as potential special wastes and follow the requirements in this summary. The DNR can then determine if 
the waste requires an SWA and send back written notification either in the form of an SWA or an exemption 
letter. 

General Requirements 
• Some non-hazardous solid wastes from industry require an SWA prior to disposal. 

• A Request for an SWA must be submitted to the proposed receiving landfill. 

• Special wastes cannot contain free liquids. 

• SWA’s are issued for a maximum of three years. 

• Waste disposal facilities/landfills are not required to accept special wastes. However, if they refuse 
acceptance, they must identify alternative waste management options. 

What are the benefits of disposing of waste with an SWA? 
The SWA regulations reduce potential liability from disposal of industrial wastes in Iowa landfills.The rule 
requires testing to ensure wastes are non-hazardous and informs the landfill of the material disposed and 
the quantities involved. It also assists the landfill in determining if the material can be handled at the facility 
and if any special packaging/handling requirements will be necessary. 

319-273-8905 | iwrc.uni.edu Updated April 2024 1 

https://iwrc.uni.edu


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Generator Requirements 
WHAT IS A SPECIAL WASTE? 
A special waste is any industrial process waste, pollution control waste, or toxic waste, which presents a 
threat to human health or the environment, or a waste that is difficult to handle at the landfill. 

WHAT ARE THE HANDLING REQUIREMENTS? 
• Special wastes cannot be delivered to or accepted at a landfill without an SWA. 

• Wastes that receive an SWA must be disposed of following the requirements outlined in the approved 
SWA (may include packaging, pretreatment, handling, etc.). 

• The issuance of an SWA does not exempt your facility from complying with other state, local, or federal 
regulations. 

What materials will not be issued an SWA? 

• Hazardous wastes as defined in the Resource Conservation and Recovery Act (contact the Iowa Waste 
Reduction Center for more information) 

• Wastes containing free liquids (this can be determined by the paint filter liquids test -place a 100 gram 
sample on a standard mesh number 60 conical paint filter and if no liquid drips from the waste within five 
minutes it does not contain a free liquid) 

• Wastes with Polychlorinated Biphenyl (PCB) concentrations above 50 ppm 

• Polynuclear aromatic hydrocarbon (PAH) contaminated soil (if the total PAH level exceeds 1600 ppm, or if 
the total carcinogenic PAH level exceeds 200 ppm) 

• Wastes with cyanide concentrations above 1,000 ppm 

• Radioactive wastes 

What are the testing requirements? 
• Toxicity characteristic leaching procedure (TCLP) analysis may be necessary to ensure that the waste is 

not hazardous (contact the IWRC for a list of testing labs and recommended TCLP parameters specific to 
your wastes). 

• Other tests may be necessary to determine physical and chemical composition of the waste. 
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Recommended TCLP parameters for oily wastes include: 

TCLP Parameter Regulatory Level 
Arsenic 5.0 mg/L 

Barium 100.0 mg/L 

Benzene 0.5 mg/L 

Cadmium 1.0 mg/L 

Chromium 5.0 mg/L 

Lead 5.0 mg/L 

Mercury 0.2 mg/L 

Selenium 1.0 mg/L 

Silver 5.0 mg/L 

Carbon Tetrachloride 0.5 mg/L 

Chlorobenzene 100.0 mg/L 

Chloroform 6.0 mg/L 

1,2-Dichloroethane 0.5 mg/L 

1,1-Dichloroethylene 0.7 mg/L 

Methyl Ethyl Ketone (MEK) 200.0 mg/L 

Tetrachloroethylene 0.7 mg/L 

Tricholorethylene 0.5 mg/L 

Vinyl Chloride 0.2 mg/L 

What permits are required and how do I obtain them? 

• Use the “Request for a Special Waste Authorization” form to apply for the SWA. The form can be found at: 
http://www.iowadnr.gov/portals/idnr/uploads/forms/5423216.pdf?amp;tabid=821 

• SWA applications must include at least the request form, chemical composition of the waste including 
TCLP analysis if necessary, physical form of the waste, and weight/quantity of the waste, (other 
information may be requested after submission). 

• The SWA request and supporting data should be sent to the proposed receiving landfill. If approved by 
the landfill, the application will then be forwarded to the DNR for its review and approval. 

• SWAs are authorized for no longer than three years 

• SWAs must be reapplied for at least 30 days prior to expiration 

• Notify the DNR within 30 days of any change in the type or amount of waste being disposed 

What records do I need to keep? 
SWAs and associated test data should be kept on file with all other environmental records. 

The Iowa Waste Reduction Center can assist your small business. 
Please contact the IWRC at 319-273-8905 for free, non-regulatory and confidential environmental assistance. 
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