
MEANS Database



Matching
Excess
And
Need for 
Stability



20 staff, interns and volunteers
spread across 5 states



ǒ 4+ years working with food 
security and waste reduction.

ǒ Experience with international 
and domestic agriculture.

ǒ Been with MEANS for 3 years.
ǒ Senior at Iowa State University.

Allie Wilson
Midwest Regional Coordinator



Our Users:

300+ 
partner agencies





Demo

www.meansdatabase.com



How To Donate via MEANS

Frozen Protein and Vegetables

An assortment of prepared foods and raw products, ALL FROZEN and packaged in 
disposable aluminum trays or original packaging. All weights below are estimates: -20 lb 
prepared beef stew (full hotel pan) -5 lb roasted veg (1/2 hotel pan) -10 lb white beans (1/2 
hotel pan) -5 lb potatoes (1/2 hotel pan) -7 lb mushroom (vacuum sealed bagged) -2.5 lb 
pasta (bagged) -10 lb duck/squab (vacuum sealed bag)

The MEANS Donation Process

Users post donations and specify what they are and what categories they fall into.



The MEANS Donation Process

Only donors who have 
expressed an interest in that 
category of food get notified 

about it. 

They then decide if they 
want to claim it. That way 

only organizations who will 
be able to use the food will 

get it. 



Feedback Emails

Donors and recipients rate 
each other to ensure that all 

users on the MEANS platform 
are efficient, respectful, and 

overall awesome!



ǒ Bacon and Eggs 
ƺ From corporate breakfast to homeless 

shelter between breakfast and lunch 
ǒ 3600 Brown Bag Lunches 
ƺ From cookout leftovers to food pantry 

in five hours 
ǒ 2 Pallets Dried Beans 
ƺ From soup kitchen to immigrant 

service organization in one day 
ǒ 67 Cartons of Milk
ƺ From school lunch leftovers to food 

pantry over the weekend

The Food We Move



ǒ The best technology
ǒ Built for responsiveness and scale
ǒ Ruby on Rails 
ƺ Powered Twitter, AirBnB
ƺ Ruby on Rails Programmers are 

the most in demand
ǒ Heroku / Amazon Web Services 

Hosting
ƺ AWS Powers Netflix

Technology Stack



How We Work With Public Organizations

ǒ Agencies throughout the US are trying to cut food 
waste
ƺ Many donƔt have access to accurate information 

about nearby food pantries
ǒ We help government agencies to connect our existing 

network with theirs
ƺ Provide outreach materials for agencies to reach out 

to nearby food pantries
ƺ Give them the tools to sign up local restaurants, 

grocery stores, etc.
ǒ Help them evaluate partnership success
ƺ Area donation reports
ƺ Data on food diverted from landfills 



ǒ Transportation
ƺ Nonprofits might not have the time or 

resources to pick up food.
ƺ Need a way to help encourage them to 

pick up food.
ǒ Donation Drivers 
ƺ $10 reimbursement when nonprofits 

pick up a donation.
ƺ Open to all Iowa users!

ǒ Get paid for picking up donated food!
ƺ donationdrivers.org

Donation Drivers - An Iowa Initiative

http://donationdrivers.org

