
Noreen Otto is a Wisconsin native who relocated to Iowa to attend Mount Mercy
University and later Drake University Law School. After graduation, she worked in
several public policy focused roles including as the Vice President Government
Relations for Hy-Vee, Inc. Her work focused on numerous state and federal business
issues including tax, employment policy, and retail business concerns. Otto served as
Chief Administrative Office for the Maytag Dairy Farm before taking on her current
role as Executive Director of the Iowa Brewers Guild, a non-profit trade organization
supporting craft brewing in the state. Otto has served a term on the Newton, IA city
council and was recognized as a 2016 DM Business Record “40 Under Forty” recipient.
She resides in Newton with her husband and two sons where she serves on various
community boards. A self-described enthusiastic eater, she loves talking all things
food and drink.

Lance’s interest in renewable energy originated in his work with agricultural
producers and rural food systems. He formed Odyssey Renewable Energy to develop
projects that contribute to more efficient waste management and alternative energy
infrastructures. Odyssey is working on diverse projects all related to sustainable
conversion of organic waste streams into energy and useful by-products. Lance spent
most of his career in financial services, where he gained diverse experiences as
corporate attorney, asset management executive, and entrepreneur.

If you want to know about food waste, Jenny is your go-to at the IWRC. Program
Manager of Food, Beverage, and Organics, she has been heavily involved in developing,
implementing, and coordinating food waste prevention and reduction efforts for the
IWRC since 2012. Jenny earned both her B.A. in Geography, with an Environmental
Emphasis and her M.A. in Geography from the University of Northern Iowa. Jenny is
currently Vice President of the US Composting Council, Director of the Iowa Composting
Council, and a Commissioner with the Black Hawk Soil and Water Conservation District.
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A 2004 graduate of Drake Law School, Jennifer received her LL.M. in Agricultural Law
from the University of Arkansas and also served for two years as a law clerk to Judge
David Hansen, Eighth Circuit Court of Appeals. After completing her clerkship, she
joined the Des Moines office of Faegre & Benson (n/k/a Faegre Drinker) where she was
an attorney in the general litigation group with a national practice in food and
agricultural law. Jennie spent the 2010-2011 school year at Drake as the Faegre &
Benson Visiting Scholar before leaving practice and joining Drake full-time in 2011 as
Director of Career Development. She was named Director of the Drake Agricultural Law
Center and an Assistant Professor of Law in July 2019. The Center serves as a resource
for numerous issues tied to the production of food, access to food, and numerous other
related topics, including Jennie’s particular interest in rural development and rural
issues. She teaches food and agricultural law classes, property law, and is active in
national, state, and local professional organizations. Jennie’s interests and research are
varied, but she has a particular focus on rural development, rural justice, access to food,
and ensuring that our food production evolves to reflect sustainability, nutrition, and
education goals while also recognizing and supporting the hard work and dedication of
those who produce it.


